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To Launch Probe

ly ROBERT . AI.LEN L ;
-nd PAUL sCoOTY .
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| WASHINGTON — The House
i

i

|

Armid  Services Comnilitee
n faunch a rull-scale

in\’estizaﬂm of US.  military .

i prepardmss and defense stral-

ogy.

B “Selection of Represeniative
Porter Hardy, DVa, one f
the most respected military
experts in the House, to head

~will be . announced later this
- week,
‘Representative
picked. for this controversial
del Rivers, D-S.C., of the House
“Armmed Serviges Commitier,
after conpmessional leaders and
v - other members OI this m'oup
) were consulted.
i Agreelng with Rivers' deep
i concern over the effect Secre-
tary MeNamara's defense poli-
cies are having on overall U.S,
L military capabilities, the House
, leaders not only gave the Hardy
probe their blessing but prom--
. ised subpoena power mnd ail:
" the money needed to warry it,
throuzh.
¢ 'The special inquiry was tmg-
mened by the alarming findings |
Cin a study conducted dor fthe
* House Armed Services Commits
. tee by 17 defense experts, most
. of ‘hem refired officers who foi-
i merly held high commands.
Prepared under the direction
- ¢! Retired General Bernard A
Schriever, former cotmmander
.ol the Air TForce Systems
Command, the
j that the Soviet Union appears
" t3 be succeeding in ite effort
“to  gain  “sirategic - military
.. superiority over Americh.” |
L This highly critical report and

C the resulting ‘backstaze econ- -

t gressional discussions made it

3‘ cdlear that Seoretary McNamars, |

iwould be fthe probers’ main
i target. '

i In their  100-page,
i sudy, these
: Ratly charged that McNamara's

yearlong

deferse policies were helping
the Russians by slowing down

< the U.S. side of the amms race.”
| TRepresentative = Rivers in

;urging the sweéping military

| prepandness = investigation was
- jus: as cn:hlcal of MoNamara's
Wheies.

the spacial congressioha! inquiry

Hardy was:
assignment by Chairmtan Men-.

study warned

defense  crities

ity i -
Wr., Allem

During”  cone

- the development of

v.‘i?ma.te ruelear dlackmalil

P R

" mestirg  in
' Snesler John McoCormack's of- -

fice,  the veteran commitee
chairman  warred thal-‘ _I\"Ic~ :
Namara's decison prohibiting

space’
weapons “is an epen imcitation :
far the Soviets to produce dhe

wespon.” - «
n ampnzr of his o‘hargn

Rivers ' showed #he  Houss

leaders 2 secrat  oegumittes |

| ore space weapon to kmock out
“xve US. and one British
satellite,”

study indicating Russiz had used .

The study disclesed by Rivers

alss warned of a Soviét "orb\tal
bomb,"” stafirg:

“That the Soviat Umon would
dare to pisk the develcpment
of orbital bombs is ar least
credible in view of experience
during the Cuban missile crisis.
Surprise  would be complete, |
since the U.S. has no way of
determining if an orbital vehicle
is bearing m nuclear weapon.
"“The Soviet Union could hint
that cerfnin orbiting cral were
capable of
] ICBM system., Combined with
a means of

this might be the ultimate

nuclear blackmail.

“military nwen with military goals
foremost in mind. Several offiv

© MONStIOUS new Space weapon.'

immobilizing  our

countering the.
American Polaris missile fores, ;

i
i

 tects.”

i military
against McdNamara policies, and
(2) obtain several suppressed

- Vietham from  the

N intelligence community on the
i

hupe o! missiles being employed
by the Russians, some experts
believe the S:wiets are probably
deploying an antimissile missile
capable of producing X-ray of-

In secking subpoens

the House leaders that
were necessary to (1) protect
officers who testily

defense studies.

According  to Rivers,
Namara's
tagic nuclear forces s0  the
Soviet Union can obtain nuclear
parity with this country. ‘

e ol the Hardy probers first
assignments will be a study of
how ranster of divisions to

veserve”  has  affected U.S.
worldwide preparedness.
Among  persons  thag

nﬂ tion ares
Sevpetary
Join:  Chiefs

MceManmrg, the
o StaM, General

T Willam  Wesimoreland, General -

Curtis LeMay, retired, and

© General Thomas Powers,” re.

© tired, former Air
P of  staff, - General

“In the Soviet Union, space
programs are pun entirely by

cial Sovie: sources claim explic-
itly that they now poszess 4 .

+ The Hardy probers will be |
. authorized -to “fully explore the
- administration’s -policy of de- .

ferring {he deployment of an
i antiemissile  system pending an
! appeal to Moscow by Ambas-
I gador Llewellyn Thompson for
‘lan  agreement on e mutual
" moratorium ¢n such g defense.”
i mittee - inveéstightors
dence . that “The Russibng are
several years ahead of the U.S.
“in the deployment of an anti-
i missile. system.” .

iOne of: their fmdmgs states

House Armmed Services Come.
already .
* have gathered disturbing evi-.

Schidever,

+ retired, ard Dr. Edward Teller,

1 sATthough, there is & dltﬁerence :

opinl,on " within

; the nuclear physicist.

. of the
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: pawers

, Tor the Hardy committee, Rep-
i resentative. Rivers explained to
! these

these
- studies clearly show that Ao~
reducing U.8. stra- :

tstratexie |

will be -
" called to restify in the investi. .

Force. ‘chiefs °




